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Carol Sapoznik is the heart and soul of the oil wonderland called the Olive Connection at 
1426 Beacon Street. Stop in and tell her The Voice sent you there.
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Last month, Caffè Nero finally opened 
to the good people of Brookline with 
their Brookline Village location, right 
across from Clover on Harvard Street and 
remarkably close to both Dunkin Donuts 
and Starbucks.

This is Nero’s first Brookline location, with 
another in Washington Square on its way 
in Spring. 

Dunkin Donuts has a half dozen locations 
open in Brookline according to their store 
locator, and almost 50 Dunkin Donuts 
within two and a half miles. You can throw 
a rock and hit a Dunkin Donuts in Greater 
Boston.

A more apt comparison is Starbucks, a 
mega-chain that prides itself on being an 
artisanal coffee shop, but really only has 
the prices of an artisanal coffee shop, which 
also has around a half dozen locations in 
Brookline proper. 

Worldwide, Starbucks has 24,464 
locations, a NASDAQ price of over $55, 

and a 2015 revenue of $19.16 billion 
dollars. Starbucks is Goliath.

The company was founded in 1997 by 
Gerry Ford in London as a way to bring the 
joy of Italian coffee shops to new markets. 

Caffè Nero has but seven shops in the 
whole Boston area, and 700 throughout 
the world. It is no David in a traditional 
sense, but it sure is compared to Starbucks, 
who dominates the coffeehouse market. 

And, as spokesperson Jay Gentile said to 
the TAB last month, "The owner is still very 
involved overseas and sees all the designs, 
and is intimately involved with day-to-
day things and is very instrumental with 
guiding how it looks."

How much do you think CEO Howard 
Schultz cares about every Starbucks 
location on an intimate level? Either way, 
he’s resigning as CEO in April to hand the 
reigns to someone better equipped to “run 
the company” than he is, Kevin Johnson.

Caffè Nero serves Italian 
coffee in the shadow of giants
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Voice blocked from 
Shrage’s Twitter

Two stories appearing in the Voice about 
Combined Jewish Philanthropy CEO Barry 
Shrage’s $1.3 million retirement bonus, his 
$1.9 million total compensation package 
and breaking the story about his home 
mortgage being forgiven by the CJP, all of 
this without public notice for the charity’s 
contributors or employees, has led to 
punitive actions by the head of the $1.1 
billion dollar philanthropy and one of his 
underlings, Rabbi Mark Sokoll.

Sokoll heads the Newton JCC and its 
offshoot organizations.

On our Twitter account, @voicepub, 
Shrage has blocked the Voice from viewing 
his Tweets as well as from interacting with 
his account, and this follows public tweets 
we sent out regarding the content of our 
investigative reports. 

Over email, Sokoll, CEO of the JCC and 
Greater Boston Community Centers, has 
quarantined the Voice. In other words, 
when we send him emails, they bounce 
straight back.

We reached out to representatives of both 
the CJP and JCC to explain these actions.

No one from either organization replied to 
our requests.

The transparency of the CJP’s dealings is 
a legal and ethical responsibility requiring 
the CJP to be clear about its compensation 
packages and expenditures.

Our investigations revealed that no public 

notice was given for over 2 years regarding 
the CJP Board’s decision to forgive Shrage’s 
home loan. In fact, the loan was forgiven 
over the course of a half dozen years 
ending in 2012. The IRS frowns upon such 
perks in the belief that such actions create 
a conflict of interest.

Also, his $1.3 million retirement bonus 
was questioned because Shrage is not 
retiring. The enormity of his 2014-2015 
compensation package of $1.9 million 
was listed on the charity’s IRS forms, but 
because of extensions that dragged out the 
public airing of the returns, no word was 
uttered about this by the Board to their 
contributors and supporters.

Then the Boston Globe published a story 
following ours revealing that Shrage is 
driven around by a CJP-paid chauffeur, and 
reasonable people began looking more 
closely at what has been revealed.

New questions have been raised about the 
CJP’s expenditures to sustain its charitable 
empire.

Are any contracts totaling many millions 
of dollars put out to bid? Does the agency 
seek the lowest possible cost from vendors 
for goods and services? What new multi-
million dollar compensation packages 
have been approved by the Board, but not 
yet revealed?

Why the news blackout on social media?

Sokoll quarantines Voice e-mails
By Alexander Culafi

The Voice
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From the publisher

MR. SHRAGE: 
GIVE BACK THE $1.3 MILLION RETIREMENT BONUS.

MR. WALLACK: 
YOU’VE LOST THE ETHICAL HIGH GROUND. RESIGN.

In this edition of The Voice, we follow up with our look into 
the not-so transparent Combined Jewish Philanthropies 

and its CEO Barry Shrage, as well as the policies of its Board 
led by its Chair, Neil Wallack.

When a charity as large as the $1.1 billion CJP fails to note 
publicly for 2 years a $1.3 million bonus and a $1.9 million 
total compensation package, and never mentions for more 
than 6 years the forgiving of the CEO’s home mortgage, it is 
a sign, according to Charity Navigator’s published opinions, 
that the charity is at risk of heading in the wrong direction, 
and that further scrutiny of the charity by government 
agencies might be necessary.

We have provided Attorney General Maura Healy’s office 
with information regarding the so-called retirement bonus 
(Shrage is not retiring). We have also asked her to study the 
Board’s apparent lack of transparency for handing Shrage 
such a large retirement bonus without making note of it to 
contributors or on the CJP website.

Independent observers might be led to wonder that such 
a huge bonus, ostensibly given to make up for past years' 
salaries that weren’t large enough, were handed out without 
public knowledge by the Board, knowing it would take at 
least 2 years for the CJP’s extended IRS tax returns to be 
released. 

Did the Board hope that there would be no controversy over 
such a retirement bonus for a man not retiring after so long 
a time had passed?

We hope not.

Board Chair Wallack – a successful businessman with an 
extraordinary curriculum vitae – Yale undergraduate and 
Harvard Business School – could have and should have 
acted with transparency with this $1.3 million hand out to a 
CEO making more than $500,000 a year and being driven 
around by a chauffeur paid for by the CJP.

All of Charity Navigator’s literature discussing compensation 
packages and boards who do not announce them publicly 
indicates this is a flaw impacting on the charity’s ability to 
remain true to itself and keeping to the letter of its mission 
statement.

We agree with the postulations of Charity Navigator, 
inarguably the most distinguished organization tracking 
charities in the United States.

The CJP Board of Director’s handing Shrage a $1.9 million 
salary as well as paying off his home mortgage without public 
notice to the CJP’s contributors is egregious behavior for very 
smart and accomplished people who ought to know better.

This type of publisher’s column is not an embarrassment or a 

vendetta against Shrage or Wallack.

Far from it.

The embarrassment is the lack of transparency between 
working partners – Wallack and Shrage – that shielded from 
public scrutiny huge payouts and perks while agreeing with 
one another that they are entirely, absolutely, incontestably 
deserved.

They are not deserved – not unless the CJP is determined to 
make Shrage a multi-millionaire, and to provide him with a 
chauffeur and who knows what else.

It is one thing to tell those asking the CJP for money to save 
their organizations or to aid the poor and to be told in return 
there is not enough money to go around.

It is entirely another thing to have a $1.1 billion charity 
enriching its CEO by more than $1.3 million at a time with 
bonuses and paying off his home mortgage (his home in 
Newton is worth $2 million), and paying for him to be 
chauffeured around.

Then the Board Chair slaps Shrage on the back and says 
great job, Barry. Anything else the Board can do for you to 
even the score? 

Chairman Wallack should resign.

CEO Shrage should return the $1.3 million retirement 
bonus.

Joshua Resnek

Neil Wallack, CJP Board Chairman.



The decision was allegedly made in 
response to the investigative reports, 
it appears, to shut out the Voice from 
Shrage’s Twitter and for Sokoll to enact the 
e-mail quarantine. 

Cause and effect, we wondered?

Indeed.

Is it legal or ethical to block journalists 
from getting the information they need?

Legally, there are no ambiguities. Shrug 
and Sokoll, the CJP and the JCC can stop 
communicating at any time with anyone 
they wish to exile from their vortex.

Twitter, like Facebook and Google, is a 
private company. Although pretty much 
anyone can see what we tweet out into the 
world, Twitter is not a public entity, so of 
course, interactions on Twitter between 
parties are not regulated by the First 
Amendment. 

Twitter can and does create special rules, 
but they’re rules that stand outside free 
speech. No special rules for journalists, 
either.

“Even the President of the United States is 
probably safe,” Elizabeth E. Joh wrote on 
such a topic in the New York Times article, 
“Should the President Be Able to Block You 
on Twitter?”

“As for Trump, when he assumes office in 

2017, his speech is probably government 
speech. The First Amendment permits the 
government to control its own speech, so 
blocking followers may be permissible,” 
Koh added.

But Shrage is not the President of the United 
States. Sokoll is a rabbi cum administrator.

Ethically, sources can be, should be, and 
are able to choose exactly how much or 
little they wish to speak with us as Shrage 
and Sokoll have done. 

Joh disagrees.

“Like granting the White House press 
pool access, the president’s social media 
obligations may ultimately be decided 
as a matter of custom. In a democratic 
society that values transparency and 
accountability, keeping the social media 
account of a president open to all ought to 
be part of these customs.”

Charity Navigator insists that charities like 
the CJP must be open to differing opinions, 
that its Board should be composed of 
individuals who are not rubber stamps 
for its CEO, and that above all, the 
organization is required to be transparent 
about its financial dealings, or it risks the 
likelihood of government scrutiny.
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Shrage’s Twitter

Caffè Nero serves Italian 
coffee in the shadow of giants
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For the purpose of this article, I went to 
both Starbucks and this Caffè Nero to 
compare and contrast the general vibe of 
the location. 

Starbucks has gotten to the point where 
it just feels like a more liberal Dunkin 
Donuts with a darker color scheme and 
more expensive prices. Dunkin Donuts 
knows that it’s a mass-market coffee chain, 
Starbucks goes for an artisanal feel and 
tries to sell you an experience, but that 
experience feels inauthentic. I feel like I’m 
being tricked when I go into a Starbucks. 

It doesn’t feel authentic or special or cool 
to go into a Starbucks. It feels like I’m 
walking into a coffee McDonalds, except 
instead of a McDouble, it’s a Venti regular. 

Caffè Nero is a whole different ballgame. 
Between the repurposed wood on the 
table I’m sitting at right now, to the 
armchairs that look like they came out of 
my grandmother’s house, this place feels 
warm. It feels homey. It may be simulating 

an experience like Starbucks, but it does a 
far superior job of it. 

Books line the walls otherwise covered 
with wood and brick. People are smiling, 
working diligently. At 2 p.m. on a rainy 
Tuesday, it was hard to find a seat, but it 
remained pleasant despite being totally 
full. 

My Americano – and the pastry I ordered 
alongside it – were delicious. The 
Americano was perfect; a lot of places 
either use too much hot water or too little. 
The barista got it just right, giving it that 
delicious mild espresso flavor. 

Caffè Nero stands in the shadow of 
giants, but its quality is impressive, and 
it maintains an authentic flavor and feel 
even as a company with 700 locations. 
Its coffee is a quality addition to the town 
of Brookline, and if the one in Brookline 
Village is anything to go by, the one in 
Washington Square should be worth 
looking forward to.

Or you can always go get a cake pop from 
the Starbucks Corporation.

Police arrest impostor 
for attempting to steal 
from Panera Bread
Brookline Police arrested Anthony Binsfield 
of Duxbury on December 28, for stealing 
employee belongings at several Brookline 
businesses while posing as a repair man, 
thanks to the report of one Harvard Street 
Panera Bread employee.

He was arraigned in Brookline District 
Court the following day, facing a charge of 
attempt to commit a crime and multiple 
counts of larceny.

According to the police report, the employee 
reported that a man came into the Panera 
Bread and claimed to be there to check the 
cooling system. When the employee asked for 
identification, the man refused and said that 
he would have his supervisor call to confirm. 
Then the employee asked for a work order, the 
man (later identified as Binsfield) just walked 
out, and the employee contacted police. 

The employee showed police security footage 
of Binsfield, who was later arrested and 
picked up without incident near Harvard and 
Beacon streets. This wasn't his only rodeo, 
either. Police have also charged him with 
larceny from the 16 Handles, Paris Crepery, 
and Breugger’s near Coolidge Corner. 

Even if you don’t own a business, let this be 
a lesson to all of us. 

If anyone – ANYONE – comes to your 
place of residence you did not invite there, 
asking to check any thermostat or gauge or 
anything, you ask for their identification, 
a work order, and call your landlord if you 
have one. While they’re standing there.

Do not let them touch a thing you own 
until you have confidence that they’re 
supposed to be there. And stay safe, gang.

Reports of multiple car break-ins 
in a one-block radius in Brookline
Multiple people have reported that their 
cars have been broken into in Brookline, 
and “rummaged through.”

 Police said that there have been multiple 
break-ins reported in the last month, with 
three on the same block. The latest came in 
on December 28 from a vehicle owner on 
Freeman Street.

Other recent reports include a similar such 
break-in to a parked vehicle on Armory 
Street, and another vehicle, also on 

Freeman Street.

Always, always, always lock your doors. 
Brookline is a wonderful, generally safe 
place, and my favorite place I’ve lived, but 
this isn’t one of those pleasant mountain 
towns in Worcester County with 4,000 
people who can just leave their doors 
unlocked on the regular. It’s just different 
when you’re in a town with tens of 
thousands of people and near a major city. 
Lock your doors. Keep you, your family, 
and your stuff safe.

 
Fruitations is available at Roche Bros., 
Bros. Marketplace, Gordon's 
Downtown Crossing, Kappy's 
Peabody and Whole Foods Market.

Find Fruitations behind the bar at 
Woods Hill Table, RedBird, backbar, 
Porto Boston, Envoy Hotel. 

Recipes on our website:
Justaddfruitations.com




