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April Chestnut presents a stunning profile inside Boston Platinum and Diamonds, a 
lovely Newton jewelry store on Union Street.
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At a time when the organic Jewish 
communities in Greater Boston are 
challenged for money, losing membership 
because of an aging demographic and 
closing synagogues because of dwindling 
congregations, the Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies gave a retirement bonus of 
$1.3 million to Barry Shrage, its longtime 
leader, and paid him a total of $1.9 million 
for a year’s work.

The only problem with the retirement 
bonus – Shrage isn’t retiring.

A review of the charity’s tax returns just 

released reveals Shrage’s total take for CJP’s 
fiscal year 2014-2015 was $1.9 million 
plus unreported non-taxable items such 
as expense account, travel allowance and 
automobile as well as health insurance.

The CJP leadership claims to be struggling 
to meet the needs of the Jewish communities 
it services and often complains to Jewish 
leaders seeking its help that there just isn’t 
enough money to go around for worthy 
causes of all kinds. 

The CJP Board of Directors made the 
alleged retirement award to Shrage, 69, in 
response to him asking for it, according to 
the Jewish Advocate.

Shrage’s take in 2014-2015 — 
$1.9 million

• Shrage’s compensation: 
$1,902,802 2014-2015 
$500,000+ 2012-2016

• Travel, expense 
account, health insurance, 
automobile, benefits not 
listed/estimated total: 
$100,000+ 

• Loans not listed

• Loans forgiven (if any) not 
listed

• Future compensation 
arrangements not 
announced publicly by CJP 
Board 

• $1.3 million retirement 
bonus not announced by 
Board to community or 
contributors

• $1,902,802 fiscal year 
2014 2015 compensation 
not announced by Board

�A review of the CJP’s fiscal year 2014-2015 
tax filings with the State of Massachusetts 
just released reveals that Shrage received 

$343,056 in salary, $10,400 in benefit 
plans, and other compensation of 

$1,549,346 for a total of $1,902,802 - and 
this does not include health insurance, 

expense account, travel and automobile.�$1.9 million
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